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ABOUT THE VOCABULARY HANDBOOK

For educators at every level,

the Vocabulary Handbook is a
comprehensive reference about
vocabulary instruction. Organized
according to the elements of
explicit instruction (what? why?
when? and how?), the handbook
includes both a research-informed
knowledge base and practical

sample lesson models.

a thorough but concise graphic
explanation of research-based

content and practices

a readable summary of
scientifically based research,
selected quotes from
researchers, and a bibliography

of suggested reading

information about instructional
sequence, assessment and
intervention strategies, and

standardized vocabulary tests

sample lesson models providing
a bridge between research and
practice, and making explicit

instruction easy

The Vocabulary Handbook combines the best features of an academic
text and a practical hands-on teacher’s guide. Starting with the introduc-
tion, each chapter of the handbook examines a component of effective
vocabulary instruction.

WHAT? « WHY? « WHEN? - HOW?

’ G nes for Using the Dict.

Word-Learning Strategies

Word-Learning Strategies Sequence of Instruction

Word-Learning Strategies

Word-Learning Strategies

" If students have the

Dictionary Use
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Connect to Theory
« Interactive activities for the reader
« Opportunities to review and interpret content

+ User-friendly text
« Plentiful charts and tables



HOW? SAMPLE LESSON MODELS ..
Explicit
vocabulary

instruction
made easy!

Word-Learning Strategies

‘ Guidelines for Using the Dictiona

The first entry that you find for a word might not be the one
you are looking for. Make sure you have found and read all the
s LEssow mooel ron " - entries for a word.
Dictionary Use Using the Dictionary
Y When you find the right entry, read all the different meanings,
y § . . § hat the dictionary gives for the word. Do ot just

or definitio

dictionary meaning that best matches the context
e word is used. One meaning will make sense, or fit

el
almost daily
‘This sample lesson

better, than any other

Display Guidelines for Using the Dictionary; such as the ones

bove, Discuss the guidelines aloud, explaining cach one

Direct Explanation :)}’:‘lvqx(:\:’:\s Make sure that students and the kinds of
dictionary to define, clarify, and confirm the meaning of unfa-
‘miliar words. Explain that it is worthwhile to learn how to Teach/Model
o e oy g e Diplaya rnsprcny of “ecked Campn.”Underine e
word pitch in the fourth sentence. Tell students that you are
Say: You don't just use a dictionary to look up a word yorve never o deemine ;"’
ok up a word that you think “ ay o

She will even pitch her tent in the backyard
just o sleep outside.

find out.
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Lesson Model Features
« Focus and materials sidebar « Useful background information

+ Identification of research base

+ Support for English-language learners

« Easy-to-follow “teacher’s guide” format

« Explicit instruction
+ (lear explanation
+ Teacher modeling

RESOURCES

The Resources section provides

reproducible sample texts,

activity masters, and teaching
charts designed to be used in
conjunction with sample lesson

models. Sample texts include
narrative and informational texts

that provide a context for explicit

instruction.

 elementary teachers
to enhance vocabulary instruction

in core reading programs

* middle and high school teachers
to enhance language arts and

content-area instruction

* college professors and students
as a textbook for pre-service

teacher education

« providers of professional
development

as an educational tool

* school or district administrators
to support and facilitate effective

instruction

* literacy coaches

as a resource for implementation

* teachers of English-language
learners (ELLs)

to support in-depth vocabulary

acquisition

* teachers of struggling readers
to help build word knowledge in
students with impoverished

vocabularies



